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Good afternoon Siân / Jake,
 
Following Issue Specific Hearing 10, covering the marine environment and the AFD, we are
writing to the Inspector to provide an update on ‘recent’ ROV developments, highlighting that
ROVs capable of operating in the tidal conditions at Sizewell C have been developed and
operated for over 3,500 diving hours.  Our comments are in the report attached to this email
(FGS Reference 1688R0501).
 
I trust the update is of assistance, but if there are any questions then please don’t hesitate to
come back to me and we will help in any way we can.
 
Best regards,
 
David
 
 
Dr D R Lambert
Managing Director

 
: www.fgs.world

 
Fish Guidance Systems Ltd, 14 Matrix Park, Talbot Road, Fareham, Hampshire, PO15 5AP
Company Registration Number: 2931612, VAT Number: 631 9251 49
 
The content of this email is proprietary confidential information and intended for the recipients
specified.  Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.  Please do not share any part of this message
with a third party without the written consent of FGS.   Please consider the environment before
printing this email.
 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fish-guide.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7Csizewellc%40planninginspectorate.gov.uk%7C62262a7c73dc42748c2208d96edc9265%7C5878df986f8848ab9322998ce557088d%7C0%7C0%7C637662715892417464%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=AJaqvTSv1GWgodg4tNDyFtI%2Beniw0tLo8bEdarm1r0g%3D&reserved=0
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Sizewell C Acoustic Fish Deterrent (AFD) 
Update on Remote Operated Vehicles (ROVs) 


 
FGS Reference – 1688R0501 


  
 


Overall Conclusions –  
 


• A new article confirms that work-class ROVs have been developed and demonstrated 
to operate in high flow conditions, more than double that will be encountered at 
Sizewell C (and also higher than will be encountered at Hinkley Point C) 


• The ROVs incorporate 2D and 3D sonar to operate in low visibility conditions 


• The ROVs also have two hydraulic manipulators to carry out maintenance tasks 


• While EDF states it has made a business decision not to install an AFD, we urge the 
Planning Inspectorate not to ignore UK Best Practice, when it is evidently possible to 
safely install, operate and maintain an AFD system to protect the marine environment 
for the next 60 years. 


 


News Article 
 
A recent article in Offshore-mag.com has highlighted the development of a new work-class 
ROV, specifically developed to operate in high flow conditions.  The article can be found here- 
 
New work-class ROV can operate in harsh tidal environments | Offshore (offshore-
mag.com) 
 
It states – 


• An ROV for high flows was developed in 2019 


• Four ROVs have now has operated for more than 3,500 dive hours 


• It is designed to operate with speeds of up to 5 knots (2.57 m/s) 


• This is more than double the maximum tidal flow at Sizewell C of 1.15 m/s, and is also 
more than 1 m/s higher than the maximum tidal flow at Hinkley Point C (1.5 m/s) 


• Two of the ROVs have been demonstrated “keeping station” in currents exceeding 
2.6  knots (1.34 m/s), still in excess of the maximum tidal flow at Sizewell C  


• The ROV is designed to operate in low visibility conditions, being fitted with 2D and 3D 
sonar 


• The ROV is a full capability work-class system, with two hydraulic manipulators 


 
Dated: 3rd September, 2021 



https://www.offshore-mag.com/renewable-energy/article/14206590/oceaneering-new-workclass-rov-can-operate-in-harsh-tidal-environments

https://www.offshore-mag.com/renewable-energy/article/14206590/oceaneering-new-workclass-rov-can-operate-in-harsh-tidal-environments





Fish Guidance Systems Ltd 
14 Matrix Park 

Talbot Road 
Fareham 

PO15 5AP 
United Kingdom 

 

 

 

01489 880 420 

www.fgs.world/sizewell-c 

Registered in England and Wales. Company Registration No. 2931612 
14 Matrix Park, Talbot Road, Fareham, PO15 5AP, United Kingdom 

 
 

Sizewell C Acoustic Fish Deterrent (AFD) 
Update on Remote Operated Vehicles (ROVs) 

 
FGS Reference – 1688R0501 

  
 

Overall Conclusions –  
 

• A new article confirms that work-class ROVs have been developed and demonstrated 
to operate in high flow conditions, more than double that will be encountered at 
Sizewell C (and also higher than will be encountered at Hinkley Point C) 

• The ROVs incorporate 2D and 3D sonar to operate in low visibility conditions 

• The ROVs also have two hydraulic manipulators to carry out maintenance tasks 

• While EDF states it has made a business decision not to install an AFD, we urge the 
Planning Inspectorate not to ignore UK Best Practice, when it is evidently possible to 
safely install, operate and maintain an AFD system to protect the marine environment 
for the next 60 years. 

 

News Article 
 
A recent article in Offshore-mag.com has highlighted the development of a new work-class 
ROV, specifically developed to operate in high flow conditions.  The article can be found here- 
 
New work-class ROV can operate in harsh tidal environments | Offshore (offshore-
mag.com) 
 
It states – 

• An ROV for high flows was developed in 2019 

• Four ROVs have now has operated for more than 3,500 dive hours 

• It is designed to operate with speeds of up to 5 knots (2.57 m/s) 

• This is more than double the maximum tidal flow at Sizewell C of 1.15 m/s, and is also 
more than 1 m/s higher than the maximum tidal flow at Hinkley Point C (1.5 m/s) 

• Two of the ROVs have been demonstrated “keeping station” in currents exceeding 
2.6  knots (1.34 m/s), still in excess of the maximum tidal flow at Sizewell C  

• The ROV is designed to operate in low visibility conditions, being fitted with 2D and 3D 
sonar 

• The ROV is a full capability work-class system, with two hydraulic manipulators 

 
Dated: 3rd September, 2021 
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